INTRODUCTION
The importance and influence of the Serbian Orthodox Church (Ser-Cro.
Srpska pravoslavna Crkva, hereafter: SPC) on Serbia's sociopolitical development has hardly been understated in scholarly research (Barišić, 2016; Malešević, 2005) . From its influence in fostering the conflicts in the 1990s (Vukomanović, 2005 (Vukomanović, , 2008 , the SPC has been accepted as a key player within the realm of the social and political within the country.
From 2004 to 2008, further establishment of the SPC as a relevant political instance within Serbia had occurred during the rule of the ultraconservative Vojislav Koštunica, and its influence became even more salient and visible. In Vukomanović's words, Koštunica's rule was 'probably the best that the Serbian Church could have hoped for in many decades since the end of World War Two. Koštunica offered a real symphony with the church; so it seems that whatever his government decided, the church would accept, and vice versa' (Vukomanović, 2008, p. 238). Perhaps Vukomanović's lexical choice was serendipitous in the use of the word 'symphony', as one of the key components of Orthodoxy, relating to Church-state relations, is the concept of 'Symphonia', one which 'suggests that the religious and political authorities should work together in a symphonic agreement towards achieving the material and spiritual welfare of the faithful' (Leustean, 2011, p. 188). Ever since, the SPC has been taking an active role in the social and political life of the state, lobbying for its interests and entering public discourse when deemed necessary.
In this article, we have decided to tackle the official discourse of the SPC on sociopolitical issues, be they at the intra-or interstate level through the methodological lens of Operational Code Analysis, based on the official discursive production of the SPC, found on its webpage. The SPC has been chosen for analysis due to several reasons:
1. It has been and still is highly active within the political sphere; 2. It is understood by the majority of the population as a highly relevant institution within the country (Aleksov, 2008 , p. 153);
3. It publishes official content regularly, and has been doing so since 2008.
The sociopolitical context
It is almost taken for granted within scholarly production that, 'given conservatism and indeed openly nationalistic position of the Serbian Orthodox Church, the most troubling development for the liberalminded, Western-oriented local scholars/ analysts is its increasing social and political influence' (Falina, 2007, p. 505 17). The SPC is among the first and foremost institutions who engage the discourse described in the quote above, and it does that often, and with vigor.
Methodology: Operational code analysis
Operational Code Analysis (OPCODE) was developed by Nathan Leites in the early 1950s with the goal of analyzing political strategies of the USSR Politburo (Leites, 1951 (Leites, , 1953 (in which the object of analysis' philosophy, the Weltanschauung they subscribe to is seen) and 'instrumental questions' (wherein one tackles the instrumental, i.e. the questions of the means used to achieve goals): 4. How much "control" or "mastery" can one have over historical development? What is one's role in "moving" and "shaping" history in the desired direction?
5. What is the role of "chance" in human affairs and in historical development?
Instrumental questions:
1. What is the best approach for selecting goals or objectives for political action? The sum of all self utterances coded as "Reward" divided by the sum of all self utterances.
OPCODE has been developed in order to study primarily political leaders as individuals. Nevertheless, the approach offers no hindrances whatsoever for the study of political or politics-engaging groups and institutions, especially -such as is the case with the SPC -when they produce uniform discourse. As was mentioned in the subsection above, the SPC does indeed engage in a uniform, nationalist and religious rhetoric, and was witnessed to have been doing so ever since the nineties. This uniformity allows the OPCODE approach to tackle the discursive production of an institution as much as that of an individual.
Source selection, in this case, is fairly straightforward. We have centered on the official discourse of the SPC, found on their webpages. Source vetting has been administered to remove texts relating to the canonical and ecclesiastical, leaving only those statements that directly confront a social and/or political issue. Having in mind that Profiler Plus works exclusively with textual production in the English language, this issue has been tackled by simply going to the English version of the site.
Analysis and discussion
As is commonly done in Operational Code Analysis, the dataset The pessimism is clearly seen in the paragraph above, which bemoans the potential loss of the 'very core of our being' in the process of 'globalization and secularization', wherein Serbia's 'prosperity' will 'disintegrate' as the 'cornerstone of its identity, history and statehood' that Kosovo represents to the SPC is lost.
Since we see that I1=0.3636, it could be somewhat counterintuitive to see that a softly cooperative rhetoric is being propounded by the SPC. This is indeed seen in the textual production of the Church, wherein it oft asks for international cooperation and help on the case of Kosovo. 
Conclusion
The OPCODE analysis on the pages above shows a politically active provided that the uniformity of their discourse can be verified. We are hoping that this paper will enable other scholars to engage in OPCODE analysis of institutions, going beyond single political leaders, as OPCODE is prone to do.
